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New Delhi: Observing that
the concept of maternity
: leave is not just a matter of
: fairplayandsocialjusticebut
: also a constitutional guaran-
: tee to women employees, Su-
: preme Court Friday set aside
: a Madras HC order denying
: the leave to a govt teacher for
: birthof herthird child.

A bench of Justices Abhay
S Oka and Ujjal Bhuyan said

: matermty Ieave is mtended to  na

%luermg cocial Ass oS

workers, to enable a woman to

not only subsist but also make
up her dissipated energy,
nurse her child, preserve her
efficiency as a worker and
maintain the level of her pre-
viousefficiency.

The bench said, “Women
now constitute a sizeable por-
tion of the workforce, & must
be treated with honour and
dignity.. The HCwentontoex-
plaintheimpact of pregnancy
on the physiological and psy-
chological state of a woman

The HC had demed the '_of wmen

benefit, citinga state govt pol-
icy not to grant the leave in
case of birth of more than
two children as a measure to
control population.

Quashing the HC’s order,
SC noted that the woman’s
third child was born out of
her second marriage. “The
right of every woman to
make reproductive choices
without undue interference
from the Stateiscentraltothe
idea of human dignity and
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